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CONTACT: AMY CARRUTH, PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR (601) 352-9100
MEMA Newsline 1-800-441-6362
FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE January 24, 2003

SUBJECT: Mississippi Disaster Housing Program for Newton

(Jackson) — The Mississippi Disaster Housing ProgiaHP) is available to citizens in Newton
County that qualify for damages received from tbmado onDecember 19, 2002. If you
received damages to your primary residence asudt i&sthe severe weather and tornado, call
(1-800-434-4243) and apply for the Disaster Housing Program na ldtan February 24, 2003
Once you call and complete an application over gthene, a site inspection/survey of the
damaged home will be scheduled and conducted bizlMrepresentative. The representative
will need proof of ownership and occupancy at thmeet of incident and will provide the
necessary information to determitiee type and the amount of assistance you may be eligible
for. Information required at the time the applicatisrtaken:

* The address of the damaged residence and addred&i@ you currently reside.

* The phone number (s) where we can get in touch yaith

» Have your Social Security Number available.

» Be prepared to provide pertinent data regardingr yloausehold (family members,
number, names, ages, and any special needs, etc.).

* Name of your mortgage company with address anghelee number.

* Have insurance policy and settlement informatioailable.

» All information provided is subject to be verifiéal accuracy.

Homeowners may qualify for up to three (3) mon#hgal assistance or they can choose to apply
the amount of the rental assistance towards minnoale repair assistance. The necessary
repairs must be used to make the residence, saii¢ary and secure. If you are a renter you may
gualify for one (1) month of rental assistanteemsthat are not covered by the DHP are

personal property such as carpet, any flooring, clothing, appliances, food and vehicles. The
Disaster Housing Program is a grant program furgetthe Mississippi Legislature and the
money does not have to be repditie deadlinefor filing an application is February 24,

2003.

" Disaster Preparedness Saves Lives and Property”
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" Disaster Preparedness Saves Lives and Property”



